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Michigan trial courts recently received bills from the Michigan State Police (MSP) for LEIN user 
fees.  The following information is provided to assist courts in determining if they are subject to 
the fee. 
 
Background 
 
MSP is required by annual legislative boilerplate appropriation language to recover 1/3 of its 
costs from all LEIN users, such as courts, prosecutors, and law enforcement.  (For example, see 
149 PA 2003.  Section 301 reads: “The money appropriated in part 1 for computer services shall 
be funded by LEIN user fees sufficient to pay 1/3 of the service and contract maintenance costs 
of the LEIN mainframe computer system.”) 
 
It is important to understand that LEIN refers to the communication network that provides access 
to a number of different applications, for example:  
 

• Warrant File 
• Criminal History Record File 
• Stolen Vehicle File 
• Driver/Vehicle Info from Secretary of State 
• Gun Permits and Gun Registrations 
• Department of Corrections Status 
• Personal Protection Orders 
• Conditional Bond Orders 
• Mental Health (NGRI, Mental Incapacitation and Involuntary Hospitalization) Orders 
• Probation Orders 
• National Crime Information Center for Out-of-State Warrants, Vehicles, Missing Persons 

and Criminal Histories 
• National Law Enforcement Telecommunication System for Out-of-State Driver 

Information 
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Due to the conversion of LEIN from a terminal-based to a person-based system required by the 
National Criminal Information Center (NCIC), there are increased conversion costs that must be 
included in the LEIN user fees starting in 2004.  (These one-time conversion costs have been 
amortized over three years.)  Since the former LEIN user fee was based on terminals that are 
being phased out, a new user fee structure was required. 
 
The Criminal Justice Information System (CJIS) Policy Council created an ad-hoc committee to 
develop the new LEIN user fee structure.  After lengthy discussions and deliberations, the 
Council established the current fees for 2004 only, with a new structure to be developed by 2005.  
In order to make the fees more equitable, it was decided that all users who access information via 
LEIN would be required to pay a fee, including courts, but that most users would only pay the 
threshold $275 fee.  MSP used ORIs to determine who had access to LEIN and thus subject to 
the fee.  It was understood that some courts only have an ORI in order to submit information but 
MSP has no way to determine use.  Notices about the new fees were sent in 2003, so that courts 
could include the fee in their 2004 budget request. 
 
SCAO will be working with LEIN staff over the next year to organize and clean up the ORI 
system.  For now, courts should use the following information to determine if they are subject to 
the fee: 
 
Basis for LEIN Fee 
 

1. All courts are subject to a LEIN fee; however, some exceptions exist based on trial 
court organizations.  Those courts will be notified of their status by separate 
memorandum. 

2. Courts will be required to pay a LEIN fee based on how a court intends to use LEIN.  
For example, if a court only uses an ORI to submit information to LEIN but does not 
make inquiries via LEIN, they do not pay the fee.  (See Attachment A for examples of 
LEIN inquiries that make a court subject to the fee.) 

 
Courts that initiate requests for information via LEIN must have an ORI that is set up for LEIN 
access.  Courts which do not pay the fee will eventually lose access to the types of information 
listed in Attachment A via LEIN. 
 
Payment of the fee is also based on court organization.  The fee is generally based on court 
funding unit.  Courts that have received multiple invoices for LEIN charges for non-terminal or 
interface subscriber services may be able to reduce to a single fee under the following 
circumstances: 
 

1. Courts in multiple locations that have a single funding unit.  Example: unified trial 
court or court that covers multiple counties. 
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2. The court is a division of a larger court.  Examples: trial courts that no longer have 

separate probate, district and circuit courts, or family or juvenile courts that are part 
of the family division of a circuit court. 

 
A court may be exempt from the LEIN fee if they have an ORI only for purposes of electronic 
submission of information to the state but which do not make inquiries via LEIN. 
 
District courts that operate in separate municipalities with separate funding unit(s) will be 
charged separately.  



 
 
 

Attachment A 
 

Examples of Court LEIN Transactions 
 
Entry, Modification or Cancellation of: 
 

• Conditional bonds for protection of named person 
• Probation conditions for protection of named person 
• Warrants 
• Criminal dispositions 
• Mental health commitment orders from probate court 

 
Inquires: 
 

• Outstanding warrants 
• Outstanding conditional bonds 
• Outstanding probation conditions 
• General criminal history record checks for purpose of either setting bond at arraignment 

or for crafting sentence recommendation 
• Eligibility for deferred sentence 
• Driving Record for arraignment or sentencing 
• Registration information for parking citations 
• DLN lookup for accuracy of case entry 
• FOC:  locator information through SOS records for court order enforcement 
• Collection activity - check for current address, etc. 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 


